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REDRESS WA — MEMORIAL 

644. Hon SUE ELLERY to the Minister for Child Protection: 
I would like to have been a fly on the wall in that Chinese restaurant. 

I refer to plans for a memorial under Redress WA for those who were abused as children while in the care of the 
state. 

(1) Have each of the following distinct groups been involved in the development of the memorial and in the 
planning of its opening — 
(a) wards of the state; 
(b) child migrants; and 
(c) Aboriginal children? 

(2) What was the process for involving each of those distinct groups? 

(3) Will each of those distinct groups be involved in the ceremony to open the memorial? 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY replied: 
I thank the honourable member for some notice of this question. It should be noted that the proposed memorial is 
for all children who were in institutional or out-of-home care, who are referred to as the forgotten Australians. 

(1) (a)–(b) Yes. 

(c) No, as all persons on the committee are adults. 

(2) The Department for Child Protection consulted widely to discuss the development of a memorial in WA 
to commemorate former care leaders. The consultation process commenced in June 2007 when the 
department called for a meeting to establish a committee made up of former care leaders and to discuss 
details of the location and design of the memorial. This was achieved by advertising in all local and 
major newspapers and calling for all interested parties to attend. Only a small group of people 
responded, from which the committee was established. The committee continues to be involved in the 
development of all aspects of the memorial. 

(3) Yes, if they wish to attend. To achieve this, advertisements will be placed in all local and major 
newspapers and other media. However, the nominated guest speakers represent each of the major 
groups. 
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